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So many villas, so little time.

e Islands have resched heyond the honeymoan market
and are seeing the next generation of overwater
bungalows cater 10 3 wicer variety of niche interests Likes
surfing and yoga. A staggering 23 new hatels openad in
2016 and sbout a dozen mare will open in 2017. Baglionl
Hotels (haglioniliceels.cony, dovbles from US$2,100)
aoqlired a private Istand named Masagau, part of the
Dhaalu Atoll, 2 30-minute sea plane ride from Mals 1t will
be home to a brand-new resort to be completed this
summear, composed of above-saa villas, and three restaurants
Soneva Jani (saneva.con; villes from USE5,085) is a new 25-villa
family-friendly resort set withinn its awn private si-Kilometer-long
tagoan, which openad in late 2076, Its modernist timber
architecture and bedrooms with retractsble roafs are raising the
bar for bungalow design, Anather nawcemer is the Four Seasons
Voavah Baa Atoll (fowrseosons.com; rates nat yet avalloble), which
whl b the world's only private resart located entirely within &
usEsco bicsphere. And those who can't baar to legve the water will
appreciate Hurawalhi (hurowoy,com: tosting menu at 5.8
Undersea Restourant LIS$250) the world's largest subses
restaurant where you can dine an the very fish that swim past you
Getting to the Maidives will be vasier too: this year Costa Cruises
astoorulse.com: rates not pet cvatab(e) Is launching a cruise with
stops in the Maldives, and Maléinternational Airport's USS450-
million refurb includes a new rumway to accommodate more
passengers. i all that weren't enaugh, wresco has been warking
with Maldives officlals 1o mekethe entire archipelago a Bicsphere
Reserve by the end of this year. The plan ncludes a massive UN-
furded clean water project that will start on Funadhoo snd expand
to at least 48 other remote islends, helping the Maldives become
less wasteful and more self-sulficient. —ADAM H. ERAHAM
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The Arabian peninsula's best-
kept secret is on an upscale Swing.

ou'd be forgren tor wandering haw g
cradle of chelization and 8 major
Intersectian of global trade routes has
managed ta stay off the tourism radar
far 0 long. Dman, with its rich history
exemphified by the 10,000-year-old
city of Al Wattih and Its unrivaled
scenary that rarges from the
lirmestone Al Hajar mountains to s
3.000-kilemeter coasting, has big dravws for
evEry type of traveder. Trek windswept
deserts, spot rambunctious doelphins in the
Quif, visit dezzling mosques, stay in charming
Bedauin towns. Even capital city Mussoat,
famed for its souks and seafood, boasts an
Incredibly dwerse terrain—not to mention a
|aid-back, lveable scene that's less over-the-
top than netghboring Dubai and Abu Dhabi
No, the wealth hasn't run rampant in this
sultanate, but they still know how do luxury
right. Intrepid brands the tikes of Six Senses.
The Chedi and Alda long hawe had covetable
outposts in Oman, and the 30-tent, Argbian
fantasy Desert Nights Camg has bean on our
bucket list for agas. Last year brought the
opening of the first five-star on the south
coast, Al Baleed Resort Salalah by
Anantara (soialoh anontars.com: dohles
from ISS355), and, an the curving rim of a
canyen, tha Anantara Al Jabal Al Akhdar
(Jabal-akhdar.onantora cam: doubles fram
USSE36), the highest-altitude resart in the
Middle East, A Jumneirah is schedutod to open
near Muscat ater in 2017. Now's the time to
avail yourself of that legendary Omani
haspitality, - ENmNE LEE.ST. JoNM
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it siv. Goode was given a pel
Greek tortoise, thus clinching
his love for chelonians

Conservation work means lots of
time on the road, putting up with
extreme conditions and surviving
run-ins with poachers, “Traveling in
this way is often much more
interesting,” Goode says. “You see
parts of a country you'd never
experience otherwise.” He flies avary
twa weeks: to New Orleans for &
turtle conference, to Southeast Asia
1o film 4 documentary about the
wildlife trade, to South Africa to
yislt some newly acquired hectarage.

One of his most recent trips wis

to Mexico, where the conservancy
had purchased a parcel of land in
Sonora to protect a recently
identified species, Gopherus
evgondei, now commanly known as
Goode's tharnscrub tortoise. The
journey had involved massive
thunderstorms, a flooded tent,
chigger bites and stomach trouble,
but Goode had no complaints. *It's
incredibly exciting and rewarding te
travel with a mission and be able to
do something positive for these
countries. [ feel very privileged.” ©

HELP A HATCHLING
THREE RESORTS THAT DON'T MIND SHELLING OUT TD
KEEP OUR FLIPPERED FRIENDS AFLOAT

+ Le Maridion Bara Uora The Bora Bora Turtie Canter, ioosted inthe heartofle
Meridien resort, came inko existence after i guest brought nan wjured ses urtle
froen the surrounding Lageon and Ieft it for hoted staff 10 take care of. Since than,
mera than 500 turtles have been remtroduced to the ocesn, and thanks to their
artificial incubation system, these watars teem with batry turtles As 8 guost of

the resort, you'll haowe the apportunity 1o learn oot sea turtles from the

resident sgentists and get a lirst-hand ook (and feel) up cioss and personal at

the touch pool. lemeridven-barabornz.oom goubles from USS471

+ Gavya Island Resort Tucked within the Tunky Abdul Rahman Marew Park amid
protectad mangroves, coral reeds and the cosst of Matohom Bay, Gaya Istand Resort
servos s on idyllic safe haven for all sorts at endemic widlife. One of the rasort’s marquea eoo-irierfly
witlatves is their turtle rescie program, which seels 10 rehakilitate and relpise injured and endangered s0a turtles, They cvenrun 8 turtle
hotline that you can call to rotify the marine center when an at-risk turtie|s found along the shoreline Buests are encouraged to get imvolved In
conservation efforts, whether that means taking a nature walk with the resident raturalist or voluntesring 8t the marine park. g\‘.',m:!mu.‘c wsort

com douties from RMBS0.
+ Anantses Layan Phuket The My Maree Turtie Foundation in Phuke

¢, foundied by the &nantara, © making neadway I its missicn to repvenate th
turtle population song the Thai coast, For the post two years, Arantara Layan Phuket ks hosted a manes turtie relagse on its own Liyan Beady,

whire mors then 40 endangred marine turtlos are released into thi ocean amrusily. Geests e rwited to attand the syeat and have the opportund
0 dondte to the fowedation ta adopt A turtle snd release it back into the ocean. arendara.com: douhles from B12 200 —~VERONICA INVEEN
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